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History of the disease

1853 First described in apricots in England

1900 Eutypa lata fungus first isolated from apricots in Scotland

1920s First described in apricots in Australia

1930s E. lata isolated from apricot in Australia

1950s Recorded on apricot in NZ

1960s Recorded on apricots in USA and Europe

1970s Recorded in grapes in Australia, NZ, USA & Europe

and on apricots and grapes in South Africa

1980s First reported from England of E. lata in grapevine

1990s Worldwide research to control eutypa dieback



Distribution

ÁWorldwide in cool climate regions (annual rainfall > 350 mm)

Source: CABI Crop Protection Compendium



Distribution

ÁIn Australia and New Zealand



Cost to industry

ÁAustralia ïlosses of 860 kg/ha reported in Shiraz

ÁCalifornia - US$260 million p.a. (Siebert 2000)
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Symptoms - foliage

ÁStunted shoots



Symptoms - foliage

ÁLeaves

- chlorotic (yellowing)

- cupped

- necrotic (dead) margins



Symptoms - foliage

ÁMost obvious in spring

- shoots 30-70 cm

ÁCan be masked by healthy shoots



Symptoms - foliage

- Bud mite damage

- Salt stress

Á Foliar symptoms may be confused with:

- Herbicide damage

- Frost injury

www.honeycreek.us 

- Zinc deficiency



Symptoms - foliage
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Á Foliar symptoms vary from year to year



Symptoms - fruit

Á Inflorescence may not initiate

Á Bunches may shrivel and drop off after flowering

Á Uneven berry ripening

Á Reduced bunch size



Symptoms - wood

Á Wedge of dead tissue in cross-section

Á Cordon or trunk canker



Symptoms - wood

Á Dead-arms



Symptoms - wood

Á Dead infected wood with fruiting bodies 

Á Charcoal appearance



Botryosphaeria canker

Á Similar wood symptoms and dieback 

Á no yellow, stunted shoots

Photos: Sandra Savocchia, Charles Sturt University / NWGIC



Eutypa dieback disease cycle

Symptomatic vine

Infected wood

Fruiting bodies in wood

E. lata spores

Open wound

Infected xylem vessels

Canker

Trunk cross section

Toxins



Susceptibility ïfoliar symptoms

Based on survey data collected in South Australia in 1968, 1996 and 2006-8
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Susceptibility ïwood symptoms
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Disease progress
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Alternative hosts

ÁWide host range of 88 species

cherry

Fruit Ornamental

stone fruit willow

pome fruit poplar

citrus oak

currant hawthorn

fig ivy

olive Ceanothus

pistachio Oleander

walnut Pittosporum

quince peppercorn

persimmon rose

ashapricot

Not recorded on native Australian plants 



Disease management

1. Prevention

Á Wound protection 

2. Control 

Á Remedial surgery



Wound protection

Á Pruning


